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If we look deep into our hearts, we will discover that among our many longings
there is one for good relationships with other people. We long to be at peace
with them, to be in harmony with them, to get on well with them, to cooperate
with them, to be at home with them, to support them, and to enjoy their
company. In a nutshell, we have a very deep longing for companionship,
community and communion. We know deep down, that try as we might to be
masters of our own fate, to be captains of our own souls, to be rugged
individuals, to make it on our own, to be self-made and self-sufficient, we simply
cannot survive and we certainly cannot thrive without other people in our lives.
Our longing for belonging makes that very clear.
While the French philosopher, John-Paul Sartre has said: 'hell is other people', I
think he was overlooking the greater truth that so too is heaven. I suggest too
that the call to community, to togetherness, is some part of what Jesus meant
when he said that the kingdom of God, the reign of God, is like a wedding feast
to which all sorts of people have been invited to come together. In fact, we
cannot have the company of God, and we cannot experience and savour the love
of God, without being connected with and in contact with, other human beings.
This is so true that the Second Vatican Council, in its document on the meaning
of the Church, said that God saves us (and therefore re-makes and transforms
us), not as isolated individuals but as members of a people - the people of God, a
people in communion. (The Church #8)
But perhaps in response to God's shared invitation to share Jesus Christ as
embodied in one another, to dine together at the table of the Lord, to share one
another's company, to offer friendship and love to others at Mass and beyond, to
reach out to them with acceptance, interest, care and concern, we keep saying
like those selfish and self-centred individualists in the gospel today: 'No! Not
now! Not yet! I have to work my farm. I have to look after my business. I have no
time to mix with others, no time to socialize. I’m not willing to share. I simply
won’t get involved. I’m just not coming to the feast. Don’t expect to find me
standing, kneeling, and sitting down with all those strangers, let alone meeting
them personally. What do you take me for?'
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If we find ourselves saying ‘no’ to others, no to companionship, no to
communion, no to community, no to caring and sharing, how are we ever going
to make God's dream come true for us all - people of our faith, people of other
faiths, and people of no faith? How on earth are we going to help God’s dream
come true, his dream for us all, his dream that is reflected in that popular
anthem: 'We are one, and we are many, and from all the lands on earth we come
... I am, you are, we are Australian'? If we keep on saying ‘no’ to others, blocking
them out of our lives, or worse, discriminating against anyone who is different,
how are we going to make that dream of Christ come true for his followers:
'There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all' (Ephesians
4:5), so 'love one another as I have loved you' (John 15:12)?
There is yet another application of the image of the wedding feast. It is summed
up in the challenge that is expressed in a fourth-century inscription on the wall of
an ancient church in Syria. It says to the people as they assemble for shared
prayer Sunday by Sunday: 'Let no one stay away. If you do, you will deprive the
body of Christ of one of its members.'
So let's remember that, any time we would rather stay home from church - to
surf the net, wash the car, prune the roses, bake a cake, walk the dog, paint the
spare room, anything at all rather than join with the rest of the body of Christ in
praise and thanksgiving to God. For God’s gifts of life and health, and for God’s
gift of life together, life shared, life in common, the life and soul of our parish
community!
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